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Grasslands in Austria – Now and Tommorrow
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Natürliches und naturnahes Grasland

6170 Alpine und subalpine Kalkrasen U1 U1 U1x (2000) U1x () (4,0)

6210

Naturnahe Kalk-Trockenrasen und deren 

Verbuschungsstadien (Festuco-Brometalia) 

(*besondere Bestände mit bemerkenswerten 

Orchideen) (*)

U1 U1 U1= (25) U1= (25)

6230

Artenreiche montane Borstgrasrasen (und 

submontan auf dem europäïschen Festland) 

auf Silikatböden (*)
U1 U2 U1= (355) U2- (4,8)

6240
Subpannonische Steppen-Trockenrasen (*)

U2 U1 U1= (0,2) U1x (3,2)

6250
Pannonischer Steppen-Trockenrasen auf 

Löß (*) - U2 - U2+ (0,163)

6260 Pannonische Steppen auf Sand (*) - U2 - U2+ (2,9)

6410

Pfeifengraswiesen auf kalkreichem Boden, 

torfigen und tonig-schluffigen Böden 

(Molinion caeruleae)
U1 U2 U1- (100) U2- (25)

6440 Brenndolden-Auenwiesen (Cnidion dubii) - U2 - U2= (9)

6510

Magere Flachland-Mähwiesen (Alopecurus 

pratensis, Sanguisorba officinalis) U2 U2 U2x (100) U2x (130)

6520 Berg-Mähwiesen U2 U2 U2x (50) U2x (5)

Avoidance of biodiversity loss
needs (also)

new approaches in nature conservation



Only pasturing

One third has to be cultivated in spring, the other in autumn

What is the current approach?

Max. two times mowing



measure
• Pasturing only

from 15th of june
until 15th of sept

• You have to fence
the wet grassland

General objective
High diversity on 
grassland

Concrete
result/Indicator
Presence/Absence of 
certain species, 
structures or habitats

measure
Decided by the
farmer





No specific funding for nature conservation
No specific obligations for the farmer



Grazing max. 2GVE/ha/year

• Mowing date: earliest 1st of july
• No fertilization
• No grazing



Grazing max. 2GVE/ha/year

• Mowing date: earliest 1st of july
• No fertilization
• No grazing



Dense occurrence of orchids in the marked area

No plant of bitter dock (Rumex obtusifolius) on the whole area
No open soil on the whole area



• 160.000 farmers in Austria

• 75% of the farmers take part on 
Agri Environment Measures

• 20.000 farms take part on 
specific nature protection
measures

Result based Nature 
Protection Plan 

• Pilot project in „nature 
protection measures“

• 150 farms

• Vision 2020 – 2027: 1.000 –
1.500 farms (single farms and 
cooperations)

Result based Payments 
in Agri-Environment program of Austria

• Area payment for the farmer 
> Art. 28 (AEM)

• Farm advising service and 
education
> Art. 20



Application, experts visit the
farm, elaboration nof the nature
protection plan, contract

Time line

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Midterm Evaluation

Telephone,

Email,

Advice

„ENP Worksessions“

Conclusions



150 holdings, 1.300 ha (ENP-areas)

ENP Participants





44% of the participating farmers have very good ecological knowledge and a 

further 53% have basic knowledge.



Operating Principles of ENP



Objectives
• must be an indicator for a well working

development on the habitat
• have to be understandable for the farmer
• have to be observable by the farmer

Controll Criteria
• must be an indicator for a early-warning

system for negative developments on the
habitat

• have to be understandable for the farmer 
and the technical inspector

• have to be observable by the farmer and 
the technical inspector













White germer (Veratrum album) - before the farmer
startet the mowing measures in May. 



The whinchat story

Objectives
Two pairs of whinchats should rear their young 
successfully.

Protected potential nesting sites distributed 
over 15 % of the area are to be maintained
until mid-July

Perches shall be available at regular intervals of 
around 50m from May to mid-July

Control Criteria
On min. 5% of the area vegetation
must be mor than 40cm until middle
of june.





Conserve and develope habitat for wart-biter including areas
without vegetation, with high vegetation and with short vegetation

Controll criteria
Catsear and wild carrot must be scattered on the
area.



ORDENTLICH! SCHLAMPERT!



During the evaluation visits, one of the 
ecologists’ main tasks was to check 
whether the
objectives had actually been met.

Farmers come to understand what exactly 
nature-conservation specialists would like to 
see achieved on their land. This became 
evident through the survey carried out as 
part of the ENP evaluation.









proud (-:





Conclusions
Give farmers more flexibilty
They know much more about landuse, techniques on 
grassland and pasturing than „we“ often expect. Trust 
them.

Be creative in indicators
Learn to think in indicators. Even if you have measures
in mind. 

Invest in awareness
Enough Farmers are interested in nature. 
They are not interested in boring general statements. 
They want details. 
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